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riographers have written carefully of this period,
that Sin-shar-ishkun was a man of greater force
than his predecessor. He already possessed a part
of Babylonia, and desired to make his dominion
more strong and compact, and also \vished to in-
crease it by taking from the new Chaldean empire,
of which there is much to be told later, some of its
fairest portions. Nabopolassur was now king of
Babylon, and Sin-shar-ishkun invaded the territory
of Babylonia when Nabopolassar was absent from
his capital city carrying on some kind of cam-
paign in northern Mesopotamia directed against
the Subaru. This cut off the return of Nabopo-
lassar, and brought even Babylon itself into dan-
ger. What was to be done in order to save his
capital but secure allies from some quartor who
could assist in driving out the Assyrians ? The
campaign of Nabopolassar had won for him. the
title of king of Kisshati, which he uses in 609, at
which time he was in possession of northern Mes-
opotamia. It was probably this year or the year
before (610 or 609) that Sin-shar-ishkun attacked
the Babylonian provinces. Nabopolassar found it
very difficult to secure an ally who would give
aid without exacting too heavy a price. If Elam
had still been a strong country, it would have
formed the natural ally, as it had been tradition-
ally the friend of the Chaldeans. But Elam was
a waste land. The only possible hope was in the
north and west. To the Urnnian-Manda must he
go for help. At the time of Nabopolassar, and